
InterAcct Software Design

There are two aspects to business software.  One is “what” the software
application does, and the other is “how”.

Question : How well does InterAcct meet your software requirements now ?

Question : How easy will it be to personalise InterAcct to suit our software
requirements both now, and any future changes to those requirements ?

Both questions are equally important.  However, this note only focuses on the second
question - “how” InterAcct operates, rather than “what” it does.

This note will highlight how –
1.  Easy to Use ?
2.  Reliable is the information entered ?
3.  Fast to search & retrieve information ?
4.  Flexible to change the database/report designs ?
5.  Secure from unauthorized access to sensitive information ?

InterAcct in a “Nut Shell”
�  Established 1983

�  Data input only once

�  Low Cost Software Changes

�  Australian Designed/Owned

�  Extremely simple to use

�  Powerful Management info

�  Deal Direct with the Authors

�  Competitive Hourly Rates

�  Experienced Support People

�  Practical software features to
assist Managers run a business
more profitably !

Winners : Australian Small Business Award

www.interacct.com.au
Free Call: 1300 662 626



1.  Easy to Use ?

Selecting Menus :
�  Menus are numbered for

quick selection

�  Can use the traditional Pull-
Down Windows menus

�  Can also use up/down
arrow keys to select menus

�  Select menus also by a
simple Mouse Click

�  Click on menu “buttons”

�  Main Menu follows you
down the menu structure

�  “Tab” menus ‘freeze’
where you were, and allow
links into unrelated areas.

�  Auto Move option to direct the Operator from one file into the next logical menu.

Please Note :
1. As you move your mouse pointer over a menu button, the button colour changes 

to highlight where you are.
2. Your system would typically have several Main Menu designs to suit different 

people within your organization – depending on their function and security access
rights.  Those files that are important to a person can be shown on their Main 
Menu, rather then being on a menu several menu ‘levels’ down.

3. The left hand side (Main Menu) buttons can optionally be turned off display 
on certain files – to simplify the screen display.

4. Menu descriptions can be easily changed to suit, or removed from the display.
5. Some menus are not displayed to “Restricted” Users.
6. The fastest way to select the next Menu item is generally to use the menu number 

(no need to then press the Enter key), or just press the Enter key to select Menu 1.

Summary : Moving around InterAcct is a breeze !



1.  Easy to Use ?

Rapid Data Entry :
�  Auto copy in. Example here is

the date 1st Added
�  Auto Capitalise the first letter of

each word
�  Can auto create field values

based on other fields. Example
“Dear” (for letter writing
purposes)

�  Default field values. Example
here is the Ph Area, and Status
fields

�  Auto formatting of fields – no
need to leave spaces in the phone
number fields

�  Can colour highlight fields
�  Auto skip rarely used fields.

Example here is the After Hrs field

Data Validation :
�  Table Lookups pop-up 

automatically during data entry
�  Select value by line number, 

mouse click, or Arrow keys
�  Can validate entry, or option to 

allow input of a new value
�  Option to add back new values to

the table automatically
�  Option to have the Search feature

on a Table Lookup
�  Can define a default value for 

rapid selection
�  Each User can re-position the 

Table Lookup display on the 
screen to suit themselves

�  Can optionally turn off the table 
lookup display.

Summary : Easy to input information rapidly !



1.  Easy to Use ?
Making it Easier :
�  Help Text – on each field.

Displays automatically.
�  Help text can be easily changed

to suit each InterAcct customer
�  “Tab” menus allow you to

suspend data entry temporarily
and go off into other areas

�  The Next Menu options often
change depending on the
“Status” of the record (eg.
Debtors versus Prospects).

�  Can click on any field to
change (edit) it, and then
simply press the Enter key to
save those changes.

�  Can always link to any item from
      your Main Menu

Direct Links :
�  Address Link to Google Maps
�  Shows “Directions” to an

address from your address
�  Link email address into MS-

Outlook
�  Link web address into web

browser (Internet Explorer)
�  Link a record to “documents”

such as MS-Word documents,
pdf files, photos, drawings, etc.

�  Cut & Paste text from other
systems into fields/files within
InterAcct

�  Data File Transfer system
(FileComm) to send or receive
data from 3rd Party Systems

Summary : InterAcct is not isolated from other software !



1.  Easy to Use ?
Inputting Dates :
�  Calendar pop-up displays can

optionally be attached to date
fields

�  Today’s date can be copied in
automatically on records

�  You can optionally display the
day in the week for a date

�  Dates can be partially entered.
Example : just input “7” and
then press the Enter key – it
will default to the current
month and year.

�  Records can be listed in reverse
date sequence so the most recent

      record is displayed at the top of the list.

Text Boxes :
�  There are literally dozens of

different “Text Boxes” attached
to records throughout the
InterAcct system.

�  This is where you can input
any amount of free format text

�  Your comments can also be
automatically date/time
stamped – showing the
Operator Id

�  Text can be Cut & Paste from
other documents outside
InterAcct (eg. Emails, MS-
Word)

�  Text can be spell checked
�  New Text Boxes can easily be

added to the database design if
required.

Summary : No limits with the InterAcct Relational Database !



1.  Easy to Use ?

Getting Started :
�  Prominent on the Main Menu is

the “Getting Started” menu.
�  This is where you set all your

classification tables and
masterfile records before you
start entering Opening
Balances, or new transactions

�  The menu will change
depending on what software
modules you have purchased.

�  Examples of different tables
(like Client Categories) are
provided as a starting point.

�  It is quite normal to import
your records from your ‘old’
system (eg. Debtors, Stock
Items, etc.)

Operator Training Menu :
�  Once you have entered most of

your classification tables and a
sample of your masterfiles,
(debtors, creditors, stock, etc)
there is an auto copy option to
the Training system.

�  Here, you can “walk-through”
each of the daily processes and
input transactions to follow
through to where they are
posted to.

�  This Training menu monitors
how many test transactions
have been entered into each
area, and provides feed-back on
whether the Training time and
content were adequate, and if
some ‘fine-tuning’ of the software might be required.

Summary : The InterAcct implementation process is a
‘well trodden road’



2.  How Reliable ?

Deleting Records :
�  You can determine if records

can be deleted, after entered.
�  You can delete a single record,

or a group of records at once.
�  Records can also be selectively

‘purged’ from a database, and
then archived if necessary

�  Before deleting a record,
checks are performed that no
related records will remain

�  Operators can be restricted
from deleting records from
nominated files

�  Once deleted, records can also
be un-deleted if required

Checks & Balances :
�  You can place numerous

checks as you input records to
ensure that certain conditions
are met.

�  This might stop changes to a
record after a certain date or
event (eg. already invoiced)

�  You may stop a new entry
where a customer is currently
on Credit-Hold

�  Stops may be placed where
there is insufficient gross profit
on a sale.

�  You can set up a secret
password where Manager approval is required.

Summary : “Big Brother” is watching you !



3.  Search & Retrieve ?
Quick Search :
�  Any file that typically will

have more than 50 records in
it will normally have the
search facility attached to it.

�  For a quick, simple search –
just input the leading
characters on the first field

�  You can search on several
values, across one or more
fields – for a ‘wild card’
search on text containing

�  Table Look-Ups apply on
some fields so you don’t need
to remember codes

Power Search :
�  There is always the option to

use the “Power Search”
facility on any field.

�  This allows one (or more)
searches on a field where you
want to select a range of
values.

�  By using the “Go” to
function, you can also go
directly to any file within
InterAcct (as an alternative to
using menus), and at the
entry point to that file you
will also get the Search
screen.

Summary : If the data is there, you’ll find it !



3.  Search & Retrieve ?

Record Listing :
�  Once you have performed

your search, you will get a
list of those records matching
that search

�  At this point you can either
select one of those records, or
add a new record, or Escape
backwards.

�  You can “tick” selected
records that you may wish to
print, or export, or delete.

�  You can click on a field’s
value and change it on the list
(rather than calling the record up).

�  You can colour code fields so
       that they are highlighted.

Replace :
�  Using the search facility you

can select a range of records
where you can do a global
replace of one (or more) field
values.

�  In this example, the A/c
Manager “BILL.D” was
selected, and you could
globally replace that field
value with a new salesperson.

�  You could also ‘tick’ selected
records you wanted to change
with the replace function.

�  It is also possible to replace a
field’s value using a formula.
This might be to replace a
date field, or do a global
price change by a percentage or other formula.

Summary : There are simple & efficient ways to do things !



4.  Meet My Needs ?
Database Design :
�  Computers have always been

about data input, and data
output.

�  If you can easily change what
information is entered,
calculated, and stored, then
your future requirements
should be able to be met.

�  Then, if reports and visual
search enquiries can be
personalised to suit, your
long term protection is
virtually assured.

�  InterAcct was developed in
the ClearView relational
Database.

�  ClearView can also be
described as a 4th Generation
Programming Language
(4GL).

�  ClearView allows non
traditional programmers to easily define their own files, fields, and menus.

Databases 

Screens, Files

File Links Fields File Help Text

Table Lookup
Explicit 

Matching

Allowed Values

Field Help Text



4.  Meet My Needs ?

Field “Painting”
�  Virtually everything you see

on any screen can be easily
personalised to suit.

�  The “buttons” can be turned
off by one command.

�  Fields can be added, changed,
or removed from the display.

�  “Rules” as to which fields
can be skipped, left blank,
converted to capitals, or are
calculated can all be easily
defined for each InterAcct
customer.

�  The Help text can be changed
to suit – to show your own
Operator instructions

�  Screens displays can be made
as simple as you need them.

Summary : Low cost, rapid software changes !



4.  Meet My Needs ?

File Updates :
�  One of the important design

concepts with a database is
entering information once
into a record, and then all
related records being
automatically updated.

�  The security of knowing that
all files are up to date means
you can rely upon the
information in reports and
visual enquiries.

�  If an adjustment is required
to be made to a previous
entry, then again all related
files are automatically
adjusted.

�  Once a calculation formula
has been defined, it can be

      relied upon to produce a consistent result for you.



4.  Meet My Needs ?

Reporting :
�  InterAcct has Report

Configurators and
Generators, as well as being
able to print any screen
listing or display.

�  Generally, reports are
available when and where
you want them – as a
transaction, or a masterfile
record.

�  Reports can be re-printed at
any time.

�  Reports can also be printed
retrospectively – as at any
prior date.

�  The print layout can be
personalised to suit.

Report Configurators :
�  There are User defined

Report Configurators that
ask a series of simple
questions, and the answers
given will determine the
amount of detail printed.

�  Report output is normally
first displayed to the screen
where you can decide
where to print it, or email it
as a pdf file (3rd Party
software is required).

�  With an electronic fax,
reports can also be faxed.

�  Graphic images (logos,
signatures, photos, drawings, etc.) can be attached.

Summary : Management Information at your fingertips !



4.  Meet My Needs ?

Report Generators :
�  There are several Report

Generators that allow Users
to create a suite of their own
report designs where they can
define the –

fields (columns), 
headings, widths,
sort sequences, and 
record selections.

�  The “WinPrint” program
allows reports to be formatted
with boxes, and shadowed
areas and other special
graphic effects.



5.  Information Protected ?

Sign-On Security :
�  The “User Code” and

“Password” entered when
you sign-on to InterAcct will
determine your access rights.

�  It will also determine which
Main menu design you have
been attached to.

�  Your “System Manager” will
be able to control who can
Add, Change, Delete, or
View records overall, or on a
file by file basis.

�  A User may also be set up as
“Restricted” in that they do
not see fields and menus that
have been designated as
being “restricted”.

�  Functions like being able to
      Export data, or get to the
      Operating system can also be
      Controlled.

�  Colours on the different areas
of the screen can also be
changed for a User.



Where do we Stop ?

Sixteen pages is enough reading for most people, so we’ll stop here.

Hopefully the purpose of this document has been achieved.  If you are not impressed now
by “how” InterAcct operates, there is only one option remaining for you.

Organise a demonstration !

This is best done ‘face to face’ at the InterAcct offices, where we have literally hundreds
of different industry versions and variations stored on our network.  It is a quiet place to
concentrate on the “due diligence” process of selecting your new software package.

If meeting at Frenchs Forest (NSW) is too difficult for you, then why not arrange for an
On-Line demonstration ?

However, the main focus should not be on what one version of InterAcct can (or cannot)
do.  It should be firstly to properly define what information your business needs to get out
of the new software package – now and into the future.

Please contact –

Clive Rainbow
Director, Sales & Marketing
InterAcct Software Pty Ltd

Office : Suite 202, 2nd Floor, Building C
14 Rodborough Road
Frenchs Forest   NSW 2086
Australia

Post to : PO Box 786
Manly   NSW 1655

Email : sales@interacct.com.au
Web : www.interacct.com.au

Toll Free Ph : 1300 66 26 26
International : (61 2) 9975 4653
Fax No : (02) 9975 7269
Mobile No : 0412 578 622

Please call for Password to Download more
detailed information from our web site.


